
 

President’s Report for 2025 

The year began with the election of a largely new Executive tasked with: 

1. Steadying the ship after the problems of the previous year; 

2. Moving us past the divisive debate about use of guns in trials; and 

3. Attending to the essential task of establishing a new constitution that so that the 
NZGTA can re-register under the Incorporated Societies Act 2022. 

I am very pleased to report a very positive year for the NZGTA on all fronts. 

I wish to first thank my fellow Executive and Constitution Working Group members for 
their hard-work, collegiality, and unwavering focus on the good of the sport.  It has been 
a remarkable feature of the year that all our meetings have been good-humored and 
constructive, all our decisions have been unanimous, and, for the most part, we have 
almost always found a way of meeting the requests made of us by members.  

The Executive promptly established regulations to enable clubs to conduct trials using 
guns or alternative devices, as they wished and we are now seeing the benefits of that  – 
more trials and challenge points, clubs returning to hosting trials, a reversal of the 
declining number of judges, a full program of two Island Championships, and a New 
Zealand Championships (including trials with guns and with alternative devices, 
reflecting the wishes of those breed-groups) that will be one of the most well-attended in 
many years.   

As Winston Churchill observed, democracy is the worst form of government… except for 
the alternatives. 

Through the careful consideration and effort of the many people involved, this Executive 
has put forward for adoption a constitution that is a golden opportunity to uphold the vital 
role of clubs in our sport by: 

1. Ditching the broken club-voting system and moving past the rancorous negativity 
of the past. 

2. Establishing the NZGTA as a democratic, member-led organization that can 
better support clubs to thrive, and is no longer susceptible to undue influence of 
the minority; and. 

3. Enhancing the ability of the participants in breed-group specific trial formats to 
lead the shaping of the regulations governing those trial formats. 

Change can be challenging, but I encourage all members to read the material circulated 
and make a positive, future-focused decision about the constitution for the overall good 
of our sport.  



Our sport has long been well-served by judges dedicated to setting excellent courses, 
judging with integrity, and creating a positive competitive environment for triallists.  They 
are essential to our sport and, pleasingly, this year we have welcomed back Tony Clay 
and Peter Spinks, two starred judges who withdraw their services in response to the 
difficulties last year.  Maree Dickie, a treasured supporter of dog-trialling and NZGTA 
patron, went through the process of being reinstated as a starred judge to enable 
Whangarei Gundog Club to hold their first Championship trial in some years.  We also 
need new judges coming through the ranks and we had the pleasure of appointing Rob 
Cox, Mike O’Donnell, and Geoff Wright as approved judges.  Well done and thank you to 
you all. 

As I’ve chatted to many members on the trial grounds during the year, I can’t help but be 
encouraged by the rising standards of performance across the board, and the success, 
enjoyment, and friendship that the sport is delivering to our members.  While there is 
much we can still do to ensure positive future for the NZGTA, this year has highlighted 
that we have every reason to look forward with optimism. 


