
 

Executive Update – November  2025 

New Zealand Championships  

Given the weather across the country over Labour Weekend, it seems a minor miracle to 
report that the 192 entries in the NZ Championship trials ran mostly in excellent weather to 
complement some of the most spectacular grounds in the country.  Congratulations to the 
Working Retriever Club for hosting such a brilliant event, the spirit of which was exemplified 
by the enthusiastic applause given by the gallery to each completion in the last leg of the 
retriever on Sunday afternoon. 

The weekend was finished off by a well-attended and high-spirited Prizegiving Dinner.   
Congratulations to all winners and placegetters – a full list is attached. 

Those present at the dinner also had the privilege of honouring Neville Alexander who retired 
as a judge after no fewer that 237 judging appointments.   Thank you again Neville, it isn’t 
possible to overstate the magnitude of your contribution and the importance of your example 
as a judge over so many years.  

Hall of Fame 

We had the pleasure of inducting two outstanding dogs into the Hall of Fame this year.   

The first inductee was GFTCH & GFCH Peplow Sonny.  Sonny won 91 challenge points, 16 of 
them in live game, over a long career in which he won the NZ Spaniel in 2016, 2017, 2020, 
and 2021, NZ All Breeds RFF in 2018 and 2019, NZ All Breeds HR 2017, and was Gundog of 
the Year no fewer than 4 times. 

The second inductee was NTL GFTCH and NZCH Vitesse Zak Attack QC, bred by Graeme 
Palmer and Robyn Weir, both of whom were present for Zak’s induction into the Hall of Fame.  
Zak is the last dual champion in New Zealand and finished his field trialing career with 49 
challenge points, winning the NZ Retriever in 2009 and 2010, the Bruce Brady Memorial 
Trophy in 2011, 2012, and 2014, and Gundog of the Year in 2014. 

Full profiles honouring those great dogs will appear soon on the NZGTA website. 

Special General Meeting  

Full minutes of the meetings will be produced in the usual way.  However, the important 
outcomes are summarized below. 

At the SGM, delegates voted on which of the two proposed constitutions to adopt to 
reregister under the Incorporated Societies Act 2022.  The vote was 15 votes for the NZGTA 
Executive’s proposed constitution and 10 votes for the constitution proposed by Westland 
Gundog Club.  

Notwithstanding provisions in a society’s constitution for making amendments to that 
constitution, section 10 of schedule 1 of the Incorporated Societies Act 2022 provides that 
an existing society may approve a new constitution to take effect on its registration under the 
2022 Act at a general meeting by a majority of those members entitled to vote and voting.   



Accordingly, the NZGTA applied to be reregistered under the 2022 Act on the basis of the 
Executive’s proposed constitution, which was approved by a majority vote at the SGM, and 
the application to be reregistered has been accepted. 

NZGTA Register of Members 

Under the 2022 Act, the NZGTA must maintain a register of members.  The Executive is 
considering an online process for that.   

In the meantime, we would be grateful if all those wishing to remain (or become) a member 
of the NZGTA would complete and return the attached membership form to 
NZGTA@outlook.com.  As previously noted, there is no membership fee. 

 Annual General Meeting 

We were pleased to confirm the continuation of Maree Dickie and Ken May as our patrons. 

The results of the election of officers was as follows: 

• President: Adrian Olney 
• North Island Representatives: Dave Murray, Rob Cox, Helen Sansome 
• South Island Representatives: Nicola Johns, Neville Alexander, Lesley Little  
• Secretary/Treasurer: Sue Sinclair 
• Field Trial Secretary: Grant Samkin. 

Subsequently, having reflected on upcoming personal commitments, Sue has decided to 
step down from the Secretary/Treasurer role.  We thank Sue for her contribution in the role 
of Secretary Treasurer for the past few years and wish her the best.  

We are pleased to announce that Kat Thorstrand has agreed to be the Secretary Treasurer 
and that Nicola Johns has been appointed as NZGTA Vice President.  

The three recommendations considered at the AGM were all passed and will form part of the 
new Executive’s workplan.  

Challenge points for New Zealand, Island, and Jubilee Natural Game Trials 

Reg Admin 3 provides that first place at a NZ trial receives 3 challenge points, second place 
at a NZ trial receives 1 challenge point, and first place at an Island or Jubilee trial receives 2 
challenge points.  

At the request of the SIWSC and the WSC, with support from the Pointer & Setter Club, the 
Executive approved the allocation of 1 challenge point only for the winners of the 2025 NZ, 
North Island, and South Island live game spaniel trials. 

The AGM approved the recommendation that the Executive now look at changing the 
regulations to make that the position on an ongoing basis for all NZ, Island, and Jubilee 
natural game trials (spaniel, pointer & Setter, and retriever).  

The Executive has already received thorough submissions in support of the proposed change 
from the SIWC, WSC, and the Pointer & Setter Club.   

If any other member or club wishes to make a submission on the proposed change, please 
send it to NZGTA@outlook.com by 12 December 2025.  
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2025 NZ Gundog Field Trial Championships & Special Trophies 

    

        
Retriever 1st Nicola Johns NTL GFTCH First Lady of Iceypeak QC 

  2nd Sonya Tamblyn NTL GFTCH Vitesse Chimes High 

  3rd Boyd Norwood FTW Rakanui Taupo 

  4th Sonya Tamblyn NTL GFTCH Vitesse Dancing Brave 

  5th Graeme Palmer NTL FTCH and FW Nativerun Breeze  

        
Retriever 
Walkup 1st Graeme Palmer NTL FTCH and FW Nativerun Breeze  

  2nd Sonya Tamblyn NTL GFTCH Vitesse Chimes High 

  3rd Mike O'Donnell Vitesse Treasure of Tai Tapu QC 

  4th Boyd Norwood FTW Rakanui Taupo 

  5th Nicola Johns NTL GFTCH First Lady of Iceypeak QC 

  
Gun's 
Choice Mike O'Donnell Vitesse Treasure of Tai Tapu QC 

        
All Breeds 1st Graeme Palmer NTL FTCH and FW Nativerun Breeze  

  2nd Isabel Ellmers (R Cox) NTL GFTCh & FCh Skeinvalley Wacky Apples 

  3rd Nicola Johns NTL GFTCH First Lady of Iceypeak QC 

  4th Sonya Tamblyn NTL GFTCH Vitesse Chimes High 

  5th Sonya Tamblyn NTL GFTCH Vitesse Dancing Brave 

        
Spaniel 1st Peter O'Neill/Logan Finlay FW Gunner of BullockCreek 

  2nd Bill Taylor FCH Lineham Quartz-Golden Lead 

  3rd Jamie Payton FCH Glentarvis Crusader 

  
Gun's 
Choice Rose Gilbert Atahuna Stylish Scout 

        
Pointer & Setter 1st = Lucie Hustler FW Ch Aytee Quintessa 

  1st = Grant Adolph NTL GFTCH & FCH Hotwyr Its Getting Hot n Here 

  2nd Andreas Astrom Broadbents Mawharu 

  3rd Marius Coetzee Luka's Pride Ruari (IMP-SAF) QC 

  4th Barry Hill CH FTW Holmbrook Lanarch Lace 

  5th Kathy Anderson FTW Kobnko Braided River 

        
Novice Walkup 1st Gary Ward Vitesse Black Velvet 

  2nd Ray Miller FTW Flagstaff Charm 

  
Gun's 
Choice Ray Miller FTW Flagstaff Charm 

        
Limit 1st Sonya Tamblyn Vitesse I Spy 

  2nd Nicola Johns Vitesse Eyes On Me At Iceypeak  

  3rd Dwayne Mair Twelvegauge Coastal Curio 

  4th Giles Buckley Bailey 



  5th Paul Ogle Gamebird Mata Double Rise 

        
Novice 1st Jessica Milligan Sutherlands Wee Dram At Flaxmere 

  2nd Dayle Hodgson Monticello Obsidian 

  3rd = Emily Tighe Greymatter Hail From Thunder 

  3rd = Dwayne Mair Twelvegauge Coastal Curio 

  4th Jordan Falcus Lansvalley Jurah of Vitesse NBS 

  5th Dayle Hodgson Vitesse Maker of Mischief 

        
Puppy 1st =  Sonya Tamblyn Vitesse Django Unchained  
  1st =  Graeme Palmer Vitesse Stellar Noir 
  2nd Matthew Ellmers Glentarvis Follow Your Nose 
  3rd Neville Alexander Braided River Simply the Bess 
  4th Hannah Joslin BraidedRiver Golden Girl 
        
        
Novice Spaniel 1st Bill Taylor Wyebrook Catbells 

  2nd Geoff Wright Springlea Ellie 

  
Gun's 
Choice Bill Taylor Wyebrook Catbells 

        

 

Thorburn Cup   Nicola Johns NTL GFTCH First Lady of Iceypeak QC 

Shadow Cup   Sonya Tamblyn NTL GFTCH Vitesse Chimes High 
Bill Streeter Memorial 
Trophy   Boyd Norwood FTW Rakanui Taupo 

Inter-Island Trophy South Island Nicola Johns NTL GFTCH First Lady of Iceypeak QC 

    Sonya Tamblyn NTL GFTCH Vitesse Chimes High 

    Graeme Palmer NTL FTCH and FW Nativerun Breeze  

    Grant Adolph NTL GFTCH & FCH Hotwyr Its Getting Hot n Here 

Cornhill Shield 
Canterbury 
GDC Nicola Johns NTL GFTCH First Lady of Iceypeak QC 

    Sonya Tamblyn NTL GFTCH Vitesse Chimes High 

    Graeme Palmer NTL FTCH and FW Nativerun Breeze  
Champion of 
Champions   Nicola Johns NTL GFTCH First Lady of Iceypeak QC 

 

FTCH Levenghal Pirate Memorial Trophy Sonya Tamblyn Vitesse I Spy 

Bruce Brady Memorial Trophy 
Sonya Tamblyn 
Nicola Johns 

NTL GFTCH Vitesse Chimes High 
NTL GFTCH First Lady of Iceypeak QC 

Coveybrook Memorial Trophy Graeme Palmer FTW Vitesse Top Gun 

John Gaskin Memorial Trophy   
 All Breeds Dog of the Year Nicola Johns NTL GFTCH First Lady of Iceypeak QC 

 Gundog of the Year Nicola Johns NTL GFTCH First Lady of Iceypeak QC 

 



NZGTA Membership Form 

Members Name:  

Date on which the member first became a 
NZGTA member (state “unknown” if date 
not known) 

 

NZGTA Affiliated Club(s) that the member 
currently belongs to: 

 

Trial Format Classifications that the 
member wishes to be actively involved 
with (Spaniel, Pointer & Setter, and/or 
Retriever): 

 

Contact details (please include a physical 
address or an email address, and a 
telephone number) 

 

I consent to being a member of the New Zealand Gundog Trial Association: 

 

 

 

Signed: ___________________________________________ 

Name: 

Date: 

 




