
 
 

MINUTES OF THE NZGTA AGM HELD 25TH October 2024, 0700pm 

TUAKAU COMBINED SPORTS HALL, ESCOTTS ROAD, TUAKAU 

 

The 2024 NZGTA AGM commenced at 7.04pm 

1. WELCOME  

The President & Chairperson, Helen Grant welcomed all delegates, and attendees to the 2024 
NZGTA AGM. 

DELEGATES in ATTENDANCE 

Club Delegate 
Auckland & Regions GSP Club Bryan Wood 
Canterbury Kennel Association Jessica Milligan 
Canterbury Gundog Club Graeme Palmer 
Central Otago Gundog Club Grant Adolph 
Horowhenua Gundog Club Bill Johnsen 
North Auckland Gundog Club Teresa Borrell 
North Otago Gundog Club Roger Neale 
NZ Versatile Hunting Dog Training Association  Gail Blankley 
Otago Gundog Club Wayne Williams 
Rotorua Gundog Club Lauren Paterson 
South Island Labrador Retriever Club Mike Weir 
South Island Working Spaniel Club Robyn Finlay 
South Auckland Gundog Club Rob Cox 
South Otago Gundog Club Maree Dickey 
Southern Golden Retriever Club Sonya Tamblyn 
Southland Gundog Club Peter Spinks 
Taranaki Gundog Club Eva Bohm 
Tasman Districts Gundog Society Nicola Johns 
The Working Retriever Club Mike O’Donnell 
The Working Spaniel Club Bill Taylor 
The Pointer & Setter Club Roby Gaskin 
Waikato Gundog Club Jonno Smith 
Waimate Gundog Club Peter O’Neil 
Westland Gundog Club Sandra Williams 
Western Southland Gundog Club Lesley Little 
Whangerei Gundog Club Karl Matthews 

 



 

Other 2023/24 Executive committee members in attendance:  

Bill Taylor (Exec & Field Trial Secretary), Jacques Pienaar, Bob Whitehead, Peter O’Neil. 

Welcome to Dogs NZ Representative: Helen welcomed Steve Tate who attended at the 

invitation of the 2023/24 NZGTA Executive.  

2. APOLOGIES:  
Stu Sinclair, Sue Sinclair, Terry Wilson, David Faichney, Colin Evans, Julie Evans.  
 

3. BEREAVEMENTS:  

A minute's silence was observed for the loss of the following members through the year:  
Ray Gibb, Dougie Waugh, Kevin Laidlaw, Richard George, Dick Tyson. 

4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS 2023 AGM:  

Moved by Robyn Finlay, seconded by Robyn Gaskin, that the minutes of the 2023 AGM 
be accepted as presented. Carried. 

5. MATTERS ARISING:  

GP asked how two clubs, Otago and Westland could have delegates present to vote, 
when he believed from financial records he had access to, they were disa`iliated and 
they had not run trials. 

Helen confirmed that the Treasurer had informed her that all clubs had paid 2024 levies, 
and were financially up to date.  GP did not accept this. 

Discussion around whether the clubs had “disa`iliated” or “resigned” 

GP’s view was that Otago’s resignation over the phone was acceptable, and that as the 
previous Westland secretary did not have email, she was uncontactable – and therefore 
was deemed to have resigned. 

It was confirmed that the clubs had not disa`iliated, and as there was no written 
resignation, they were deemed to be active. 

Steve Tate confirmed there was nothing in writing to substantiate those club’s 
disa`iliation from the NZGTA. GP specifically mentioned he had records, that Westland 
had not paid a`iliation fees since 2013 and only just paid the a`iliation fees for this year. 

Steve Tate said there was nothing in the rules/regulations saying that these had to be 
paid retrospectively. In addition, due to the poor record keeping prior to the 2023 AGM, 
at that AGM Steve Tate and that Executive had drawn a line in the sand for clubs to move 
forward on. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Sonya Tamblyn brought to Helen’s attention the roll call had not been taken. 



Helen conducted a Roll call of all delegates in attendance, noting club and delegate. 

 

Wayne Williams, Otago Gundog Club put the motion to the floor that the club delegates present 

vote on whether Otago and Westland delegates can vote at the AGM. Seconded Robyn Finlay. 

FOR: 12, AGAINST 12, ABSTAINED 2 

Helen gave the casting vote FOR Passed 

Rob Cox said SIWSC delegate Robyn Finlay had been instructed not to vote on any matters on 

the night. Rob showed an email from the club stating this. Further discussion evolved around 

the email from delegates. 

Steve and Helen left the room to discuss the process to move forward. 

Another vote was conducted without SIWSC delegate. Wayne Williams motion was reread. 

FOR: 11, AGAINST 11, ABSTAINED 4 

Helen gave the casting vote FOR. Passed 

6. PRESIDENT’S REPORT: The report had been circulated prior to the AGM.  

Moved by Helen, seconded by Robyn Gaskin, that the President’s Report be accepted.  

FOR: 12, AGAINST: 4, ABSTAIN: 6    Carried 

Graeme Palmer (GP) said the President’s report should have been on positive things that 

happened during the year. GP said there were serios allegations accusing clubs and members 

of cheating and corruption. GP suggested that he believed this was particularly aimed at CGDC 

and The Working Retriever Club, and asked Helen for evidence. 

Helen gave examples of Poor sportsmanship - judging own dogs and fixing draws. 

GP responded to Helen’s examples with justifications. 

GP said the report was appalling and may be subject to a complaint to DogsNZ.  

Mike Weir said he wanted it in minuted that this was President’s remarks not a President’s 
report. 

GP again said he was highly o`ended. 

 

7. FINANCIAL REPORT:  
 
The report had been circulated prior to the AGM. The report, prepared by Coutts Clerical 



was subject to a question that will be answered by Wendy Coutts when back from leave. 
Moved by Helen Grant, seconded by Roger Neale, that the report be accepted as 
presented. FOR: 14, AGAINST: 7, ABSTAIN: 5    Carried 
 

8. LIFE MEMBERSHIP:   

Helen Grant announced that Gail Blankley had been nominated and accepted as Life Member 
of the NZGTA. Helen presented Gail with her Life Membership Badge. 

 

9. Remits and Recommendations 
Refer to attached document for remits and recommendations details 

 

CLUB REMITS 

Steve Tate noted that only “Rules” can be altered by Remit – and as these 2 remits are 
related to “Regulations”, they are out of order as presented. 

Discussion from Graeme Palmer that is not how it haspreviously been done. 

The President/Chair moved on to the Recommendations 

1. South Auckland 
2. Waikato   Gundog Club 

 

EXECUTIVE RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Executive Recommendation 1 

The Executive recommends that the 2024/25 NZGTA Executive establish a working group to 

establish the development of a new class of retrieve trials. This trial will not require the use 

of a gun. It is envisioned that winners of this new class of Championship event will 

accumulate challenge points towards a title separate to the current FTCh title. 

FOR: 11, AGAINST: 13, ABSTAIN: 2    Not Passed 

 

Executive Recommendation 2 

That the New Zealand Gundog Trial Assn Inc remains an Incorporated Society under the 

Incorporated Society Act 2022 and applies for re-registration prior to April 2026 as required 

under the Act. 

FOR: 22, AGAINST: 0, ABSTAIN: 2    PASSED 

 

 



CLUB RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1) South Otago Gundog Club. 

Change to Reg Admin 14 as follows: 

Reg. Admin. 14. Particulars to be given in the Schedule 

Add xiii) In all heel retrieve trials the format must include the number of marked and/or blind 
birds in each section, plus specify any distractions that are to be added to the trial. 

FOR: 13, AGAINST: 9, ABSTAIN: 4    PASSED 

 

2) Pointer & Setter Club 

That the NZGTA Executive look at changes to Regulations to ensure gundogs are tested for all 
aspects of steadiness to gunshot. 

Reg Admin 4 Issuing of Challenge Points 

Reg Gen 11 Firing of Gun 

Also in specific discipline regulations 

To be awarded challenge point(s) in any championship gundog trial a dog must be tested for 

steadiness to a blank shot fired by their handler to prove two essential components of a gundog 

temperament; that they are controllable under provocation and are not gunshy. 

• The handler must safely carry and use a shotgun, while handling their dog, throughout the 
trial. 

• The handler must take delivery of retrieved game while holding the gun. 

Where a physical disability makes it impossible for a handler to hold a gun, the judge may by 
prior agreement waive the necessity to do so. 

In natural game championship trials where live game is shot over the dog, steadiness and gun- 

shyness are fully tested by (multiple) shooters assisting in these trials. In such 

championship trials, the handler will not be required to carry a shotgun. 

FOR: 10, AGAINST: 15, ABSTAIN: 1    Not Passed 

 

3) Westland Gundog Club 

In each of the following regulations - Reg AB 17 Blank Shots, Reg Ret 8 Blank Shots and Reg 

Span 18 Blank Sots, make the following changes: 

Delete: “By permission of the Judge, the blank shots may be fired by an o`icial of the Club 

provided the handler still holds a gun throughout the event. Where a physical disability makes it 



impossible for a handler to hold a gun, the Judge may by prior agreement waive the necessity to 

do so." 

Insert "Where a handler has a physical disability that prevents them from firing the shots, the 

judge may, if requested by a club o`icial to do so, allow the blank shots to be fired by another 

suitably qualified person. The handler should still hold a gun throughout the trial, however if 

unable to do so the judge may waive the necessity to do so, notwithstanding that all other 

regulations still apply, and the handler shall be judged accordingly. Where a handler is under the 

age of 18 and does not have parental permission to handle the gun, the club shall appoint a 

suitably qualified person to fire the shots and the necessity to handle the gun throughout the  

trial shall be waived, notwithstanding that all other regulations still apply and the handler shall  

be judged accordingly. Where the handler does have parental permission to handle the gun, the  

club shall appoint a suitably qualified supervisor The judge shall at all times judge the event  

as though all handlers are handling a firearm." 

FOR: 8, AGAINST: 14, ABSTAIN: 4    Not Passed 

 

4. Working Retriever Club 

To adjust the regulations to allow for a greater number of wins in the minors before a dog 

progresses. From 3 to 5 wins. 

FOR: 12, AGAINST: 12, ABSTAIN: 4. Helen (President) Casting Vote AGAINST    Not Passed 

 

5. Waikato Gundog Club 

Recommendation 1 

FOR: 17, AGAINST: 4, ABSTAIN: 5    PASSED. 

 

6. Waikato Gundog Club  

Recommendation 2 

FOR: 13, AGAINST: 10, ABSTAIN: 3    PASSED. 

 

CLUB TO HOST 2025 NEW ZEALAND GUNDOG CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The Working Retriever Club: 13, Westland/SIWSC: 8, ABSTAIN: 5 

PASSED:  The Working Retriever Club to hold the 2025 NZ Championship 



 

NI & SI Teams for the 2024 NZ Championship 

Helen announced the teams as follows: 

  North Island Team South Island Team 
Pointer Setter Anton Van Loggerenberg  - 

NZ FTW & NZ FW Hunt Hard Gundogs 
Brave Boni (Imp-Swe) QC NHT P2 

Grant Adolph –  
NTL FTCH Hotwyr Its Getting Hot In 
Here  
  

Retriever Rob Cox - FCH & FTCH Skeinvlley Wacky 
Apples  
  

Sonya Tamblyn  
NTL GFTCH Vitesse Dancing Brave  
  

Spaniel Joe Fritchley  
FTCH Claisfearann Broc 
  

Peter O''Neill  
FTW Oneill Of Bullockcreek  
  

All Breeds Helen Sansome  
FTCH Skeinvalley Paprika   

Nicola John - NTL FTCH First Lady Of 
Iceypeak QC  
  

Reserve Karl Matthews 
FTW Skeinvalley Tista 

Graeme Palmer  
NTL FTCH & FW Nativerun Breeze  

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Patrons: Maree Dickey, Ken May 

Scrutineers Appointed: Isabel Ellmers, Russell Davis, Barry Hill 

President: Adrian Olney Elected 

NI Executive: Helen Sansome, Rob Cox, Dave Murray 

SI Executive: Leslie Little, Nicola Johns, (3-way tie for Peter O’Neill, Neville Alexaner, David 
Faichney). 

After conversation with Steve Tate, the President announced that the new executive could elect 
the third SI Executive member at their first Executive meeting. 

FT Secretary: Bill Taylor 

Secretary/Treasurer: Sue Sinclair 

 

There being no General Business the meeting closed at 9.15pm. 


